[The determination of the cytodifferentiation of the adenohypophysis in embryonic development].
This is a review of the literature and author's own data on determination of various cell types of adenohypophysis during embryonic development. Recent studies using techniques of organ culture and immunohistochemistry have established the time of determination of glandular cells of adenohypophysis. It has been shown in rat embryos that the direction of differentiation of all major cell types of adenohypophysis is programmed late during the development of the epithelial anlage of this organ. Similar data as concerns somatotropic and prolactin cells have been obtained on chick embryos. Chick embryos possess regional type of determination of prolactin and somatotropin-containing cells in the anlage in correspondence with their location in definitive adenohypophysis.